t seems like just yesterday that I attended a very early farm-to-school workshop in the mid-ʼ90s at a national conference. I don't remember the name of the conference or where it took place, but I vividly recall the animated discourse that included expressions of frustration in navigating the National School Lunch and Department of Defense's Fresh Fruit and Vegetable program protocols. I also heard the kernels of clever strategy being formulated in a handful of schools around the country to get fresh local farm products into their cafeterias. Back in those early days, things sure were complicated-but also exciting.
I
On our cover: Zariah enjoys a morning snack of local cantaloupe at the Cary Towne KinderCare childcare center in Cary, North Carolina. This center is joining many other providers from around the country enrolling in farm to early care and education programs to help connect low-income families with sources of fresh, local foods. This center committed to feeding children three or more local food items a week through the growing season, exposing children to a variety of new fruits and vegetables while also investing in local farmers and distributors. See the article in this issue, "Farm to Childcare: An Analysis of Social and Economic Values in Local Food Systems," by Jacob C. Rutz, J. Dara Bloom, Michelle Schroeder-Moreno, and Chris Gunter, at https://doi.org/10.5304/jafscd.2018.083.004.
Photo credit: Jacob C. Rutz; used with permission.
The cover of this issue (courtesy of Jacob Rutz at North Carolina State University) reflects not only the youth and promise of the farm-to-institution movement, but also its growing diversity. Alas, if the health and wellbeing of children is a key indicator of any nation's real wealth, then many countries (and especially the United States) have a long way to go. The U.S. has the highest rate of childhood hunger of any Global North nation outside of Eastern Europe. 1 Farm-to-childcare is a way to push increased access to fresh, healthy food down the age scale, where it has the chance to influence food choices for life. While not without its challenges, it is an exciting new opportunity in the supply chain that parents and both the public and private sectors should be looking at. It has the potential to become another critical piece in a resilient community food system infrastructure that is emerging out of growing collaborations among local activists, nonprofits and Cooperative Extension, local government, and researchers and educators in higher education.
As always, we offer a fresh crop of columns in this issue. In Dignity and Devastation in Vermont's Dairy Industry, Teresa Mares delves into the new Milk with Dignity program in which dairy farmers receive a premium for their fair treatment of migrant employees.
Kate Clancy collaborates with Kathryn Ruhf in encouraging us to consider aggregating our local efforts into strong regional collaborations in New Thinking on "Regional." And in his Economic Pamphleteer column, The Battle for the Future of Food, John Ikerd makes a strong case for agroecology as the best antidote to global agriculture industrialization.
Next, in her Voice from the Grassroots story, Community Kitchen Freezing and Vacuum Packaging, Anna Dawson shares her decades-long effort to produce local frozen meals from the community, for the community. We hope to publish many more "voices" in coming issues. Learn more about the Voices from the Grassroots series on our website. 2 Our first open-call paper is We are pleased to announce that JAFSCD is now listed in the Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ), a mostly volunteer organization that thoroughly vets open access journals and only includes nonpredatory publications in its listing (https://doaj.org). This is a great endorsement of our publication policies and practices, and is good news for our readers, authors, and especially our shareholding libraries, which consult the DOAJ to ensure their support goes to reputable publications.
As this is the holiday season, the staff of JAFSCD wish our readers, authors, columnists, reviewers, advisors, partners, and shareholding organizations safe travel and good times with friends and family.
With appreciation,

Publisher and Editor in Chief
